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Fellow Twirly Birds: 

 

Please mark your calendars, make reservations, and save your money for 

the Heli-Expo in Dallas, Texas, March 7-9, 2017.  The Twirly Bird reception will 

be the usual fun filled extravaganza that you look forward to with eager 

anticipation. 

___________ 

 

During the 2011 Heli-Expo in Orlando we had the honor and pleasure of 

meeting Commander Steward Graham. Commander Graham was the 

second Coast Guard pilot to solo in a helicopter...  Commander Graham 

recounted his early helicopter training days including an exciting first 

helicopter solo in October 1943.  Commander Graham died on August 13 

at his home in Naples, Maine 

______ 

Twirly Bird Major Charles Fields, holder of the Distinguished Flying Cross, and 

the higher award of the Silver Star, for Gallantry in Action, during his rescue 

flights during the Korean “conflict”.  Charles Fields died on May 22, in Austin, 

Texas.  

 

Enclosed with the newsletter is information about the exploits of two 

distinguished Twirly Birds who have recently “gone west”.    

_______________ 

 

For those of you who appreciate aviation art; you might be interested in the 

work of Joe Kline.  Joe’s work is well known among many of the Viet Nam 

era pilots.  Look for “Joe Kline, Aviation Art” on the web. 

 

“Joe Kline was born in Washington, D.C. in 1949, and has lived in California 

since 1961.  His artistic specialty for the past 40 years has been painting 

military aircraft in a technically and historically correct context.  His paintings 

exhibit a highly realistic style and have been done for such notable aviators 

as General Jimmy Doolittle, Presidents George H.W. and George W. Bush, 

and are included in the private collections of thousands of former military 

aviators, air crewmen and veterans from WWII to the present War on Terror. 
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His works have also illustrated many books, magazines and other 

publications, and are in the collections of the U.S. Air Force Museum, U.S. 

Army Aviation Museum, the Legion of Valor Museum, and many other 

galleries and museums featuring military aircraft. 

 

He traces his interest in aviation to his father, who was a B-25 bombardier 

with the 340th Bomb Group in the Mediterranean Theater during WWII, and 

his own experiences as a Huey helicopter crew chief with the U.S. Army’s 

101st Airborne Division during the Vietnam War. He is an Artist Member of the 

American Society of Aviation Artists, the Association, Heli-Vets, The Vietnam 

Helicopter Flight Crew Network, and is the founder of the Kingsmen Reunion 

Association.  He is also an Associate member of the 57th Bomb Wing 

Association, and is an honorary member of the 173rd Airborne Brigade 

Association. 

___________ 

 

Another former U.S. Army helicopter crew chief/gunner, Han Halberstadt, 

has authored several books related to the military including ARMYAVIATION.  

Hans also owns MILITARY STOCK PHOTOGRAPHY, providing original photos of 

the US Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard.  It is the only 

archive of its type worldwide, a collection of images available for use by 

graphic designers, advertising agencies, publishers, corporations, and 

agencies of government.   

  

Nearly all the photographs were made by Hans who has been provided 

special access to the US Navy SEALs, Army Green Berets, snipers, and many 

other units of the US armed forces.  Many of these images have been 

published in books about SEALs, Special Forces, tanks, aircraft, naval 

operations, technology, training, and many other activities of the modern 

military. 

________ 

Author Wayne Mutza contacted the Twirly Birds, offering to share Bell 47 

research information that will be sent to the Twirly Bird Archives at the 

University of Texas at Dallas. 

      

Wayne Mutza considers himself a “Rotorhead,” having been an aviation 

enthusiast and a student of rotary-wing history for as long as he can 

remember. He first indulged the interest in model-building, the Civil Air Patrol, 

and then U.S. Army service. During his 1971-72 Vietnam tour, Mutza served 

as a Huey crew chief with an assault helicopter company, as a 1st Cavalry 

Division Aeroscout with the OH-6A “Loach,” and a brief stint as a 

Vietnamese Air Force UH-1 maintenance/gunnery advisor. It didn’t end 

there. After an intense career with the Milwaukee Fire Department, he went 

back to college for his degree and re-visited his passion for teaching and 

writing. The result thus far has been numerous articles and nearly 30 books, 
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some of which reflect his admiration for rotary-wing aviation. Included 

among his work are books about the famed Huey, Kaman, Aeroscouts of 

Vietnam – which are close to his heart – and helicopter gunships. All are 

available from most booksellers and have garnered excellent reviews. 

Currently on Mutza’s desk are books detailing the history of USAAF/USAF Air 

Rescue – including fascinating, exclusive coverage of helicopters – and a 

Bell 47 expose requested by a publisher for a new series.  

_____ 

Twirly Bird Sharon Desfor is again sharing insightful information about 

helicopter leasing in the July/August RotorcraftPro magazine.  Sharon, is the 

President of HeliValue$ and publisher of The Official Helicopter Bluebook. In 

true Twirly Bird tradition, Sharon has served as chair of the Helicopter 

Foundation International and the HAI Finance and Leasing Committee.  She 

was also the editor of HAI’s finance handbook.   Sharon has been ably 

assisted over the years by her husband, Twirly Bird Barry Desfor. 

_______ 

Twirly Bird, Elfan ap Rees, is the Founder, Publisher and Editor of Helicopter 

INTERNATIONAL. Elfan is also the Founder and Chairman of The Helicopter 

Museum notes in a recent editorial that he is entering his 40th year of 

publication, no doubt setting several records in aviation publishing. Of 

course,,,,, if you are the Founder and Publisher, who is going to fire you?  

Thank you, Elfan, for your continuing dedication and contributions to the 

helicopter industry. 

______ 

 Twirly Bird, Bob Petite’s most recent article in the August/September issue of 

VERTICAL Magazine describes the initial use of helicopters in the Alberta, 

Canada Forest Service during the 1956 wildland fire season.  

_____ 

 

Vertical Magazine’s August/September issue features an interesting story 

about the restoration and return to service of a U.S. Coastguard Sikorsky HH-

52A, “Seaguard” by Twirly Bird Scott Donley and his talented crew at Aris 

Helicopters in Riverside, California.  

______ 

The Twirly Birds offer our condolences to long time Twirly Bird officer and 

historian following the death of his wife Bettie.  Bill and Bettie were married 

for 55 years. 

________ 

 

I wish to note the passing of a good friend, and a formidable competitor, 

Wanda Rogers.  Wanda died on May 26 in Fresno, California.  Wanda was 

not a Twirly Bird, but should have been. Wanda was a pioneer in the 

helicopter industry. Wanda served on the HAI Board of Directors for three 

terms culminating as Chairman.  Wanda generously gave her time to 

numerous HAI committees and other civic and aviation organizations.   
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______ 

Twirly Birds!  We need to bring new Twirly Birds into the group.  You must 

know someone who is qualified as either a regular or associate member.  

Please take the time to recruit at least one new member.  

 

 Please consider a qualified individual as an Associate member.   There are 

many non pilots who have contributed so much to this industry. The 

Associate Committee will gladly consider all who are nominated as 

Associate members. 

 

Our newest Twirly Bird, Rob Chambers soloed in 1996 at Reid Hillview Airport, 

San Jose, California.  Rob is now a Captain for Erickson Aircrane Inc. flying 

the S-64.  Rob has flown on several fire contracts worldwide and is currently 

on a construction project in the Philippines.  Welcome aboard Rob. 

_______ 

DUES:    Annual dues are $10.00. Dues are used to pay for mailing the 

newsletter to those Twirly Birds who do not have an e-mail address. Dues are 

also used to buy TB pins, TB certificates, and partially fund the reception at 

Heli-Expo. Some Twirly Birds have fallen way behind with their dues which 

should be affordable for most.  Please send your dues to Treasurer Dennis 

MacBain, 4525 Leon Street, San Diego, CA 92107 

 

If you receive this newsletter via the postal service, please send your e-mail 

address to Dennis MacBain, macdennis@att.net, so that we can add you to 

the e-mail list.   

 

Please take a few minutes and send me a story, news item, or just a 

suggestion for the newsletter.  I would really appreciate hearing comments 

regarding the newsletter.   My e-mail is srs@jma.com. 

 

 

 

 KEEP YOUR ROTOR IN THE GREEN! 

 

 

Steve Sullivan 

 

Enclosures: 

Graham 

Fields 

 

 

mailto:macdennis@att.net
mailto:srs@jma.com
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Coast Guard Aviation Association 

The Ancient Order of the Pterodactyl 
 

Commander Stewart Ross Graham, United States Coast Guard (retired) passed on August 13, quietly 

in the presence of his family at his Naples, Maine, residence. Graham was 98 years of age. A 

devoted family man, Stewart was preceded by his wife Mae. He is survived by his sons Stewart Ross 

Graham of Naples, and William Graham of Jacksonville, Oregon. 

 

Graham served as a Coast Guard aviator during WWII. He is nationally recognized as a pioneer in 

rotary wing (helicopter) flight. He is enshrined in the Naval Aviation Museum Hall of Honor and the 

Coast Guard Aviation Hall of Honor. 

 

On September 15, 1946, the world’s first major airline crash occurred in wilderness tundra near 

Gander, Newfoundland. “Stew” spent that birthday flying an early model Sikorsky helicopter, 

rescuing survivors from the inaccessible crash site. This September, the Gander Airport Historical 

Society will host a special celebration, 70 years later, remembering and honoring those involved.  For 

his actions in this unique helicopter rescue, he was commissioned “A Knight of the Order of Leopold” 

by the Belgium government. 

 

Commander Stewart Ross Graham, US Coast Guard (Ret), Coast Guard Aviator #114 and Coast 

Guard and Navy Helicopter Pilot #2 compiled many “firsts” following his three and a half hours of 

instruction on how to fly helicopters at the Sikorsky factory in Stratford, CT, on 20 October 1943.  

To begin proving the helicopter’s usefulness to many doubters in the U.S. military, he made the first 

helicopter antisubmarine warfare (ASW) patrol flying against the German U-Boat threat from a British 

freighter in convoy, in January 1944. He and a Royal Air Force pilot flew from a makeshift flight deck 

on the M/V Dagestan on a stormy North Atlantic crossing. He further proved the helicopter’s 

usefulness to the Navy in 1951 as a weapon for ASW, and then instructed the Navy crews in tactics. 

 

Graham was the first Navy test pilot for helicopters at NAS Patuxent River test center as Head of 

Rotary Wing Development.  Today, U.S. Navy ASW helicopter squadrons represent a major arm of 

naval aviation. The basic tactics that Graham helped develop are currently in use by many of the 

world’s navies. 

 

Working with Commander Frank Erickson, his mentor, Graham established the “Rotary Wing 

Development Unit,” at Coast Guard Air Station Elizabeth City in July 1946. Their goal was to 

advanced helicopters for search and rescue (SAR). The team imagined and created much of the 

rescue equipment, helicopter design, and tactics still used today by modern helicopter crews. These 

included such innovations as the hydraulic hoist and a rescue basket for pick up of survivors. 

 

Coast Guard Air Station Elizabeth City, North Carolina, not from the site of the Wright Brothers first 



Fall 2016 

 6 

flight, is where Graham started conducting rescues that conventional fixed winged aircraft and small 

boats were unable to accomplish. Regional newspapers remarking on phenomenal successes of 

these first-reported humanitarian services, dubbed the still largely unknown helicopter "hovering 

angels."  With Graham as a key player, the Coast Guard was in the helicopter rescue business by 

1946. 

 

“Firsts” for Graham piled up. On 31 October 1946, he carried out the first helicopter airmail service to 

isolated North Carolina Outer Banks villages. 

Graham did the first night medical evacuation by helicopter on 5 December 1947. He accomplished 

this by flying along the beach using phosphorescence glow from crashing waves for visual reference. 

Helicopters, at the time, were not instrumented or equipped for night flying. 

 

For a week in August 1948, he performed helicopter demonstration flights for the opening 

ceremonies of the New York’s new Idlewild Airport (now JFK). 

In another first, Graham departed Elizabeth City 24 March 1949 on a helicopter transcontinental 

flight. The, 3,900-mile solo trip ended in Port Angeles, WA, after 56 hours’ flight time, in ten and one-

half days. A decade later Graham provided the helicopter escort for Queen of England during the 

dedication of the St. Lawrence Seaway in summer of 1959. He attended Her Majesty's Yacht 

Britannia through the newly opened seaway from Buffalo to Chicago. Back to rescue, Graham, flew 

the helicopter’s first recorded night hoist in the Gulf of Mexico, retrieving three survivors from a vessel 

breaking up on reef in January 1955. 

 

Graham retired from active Coast Guard service in September 1960 after 24 years. His career began 

as an enlisted Surfman walking the cold and lonely beaches of Long Island, New York, looking into 

storm tossed surf for ships in distress. Following his commissioning and designation as a Naval Aviator 

in the early days of WWII, he progressed quickly, retiring as a Commander. His proven effectiveness 

as a leader contributed significantly to worldwide helicopter development. 

 

Stew’s pioneering efforts in helicopters resulted in the rescue of thousands of people in distress 

around the globe over the past seventy years.  He helped prove the value of the helicopter as a 

revolutionary aircraft through his own imagination, tenacity, and exceptional skill. 

Commander Graham was recognized for his contribution to aviation in the Coast Guard Aviation 

Hall of Honors in 1995 and in the United States Naval Aviation Hall of Honor in 2004. During his career 

Graham received the Distinguished Flying Cross, two Air Medals, Knighthood by the Belgium 

government and numerous other awards for helicopter development. 

 

We often refer to the incalculable loss we all suffer with the passing of members of the “Greatest 

Generation.”  There is no more profound example than the end of life for our friend and mentor 

Stewart Ross Graham, Commander, US Coast Guard, retired. Godspeed. 

 

 

- John Currier, Tom Beard and Bear Moseley 
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BY ROBERT F. DORR - OCTOBER 10, 2012  

First Lieutenant Charles H. Field was the pilot of the 3rd Air Rescue 

Squadron’s “standby” H-5 helicopter at Seoul’s K-16 airfield on April 30, 

1951. Field learned that a South African F-51 Mustang pilot, Lt. Piet 

Cilliers, had been shot down   near Sariwon, North Korea, about 70 

miles behind the lines. Celliers belonged to South Africa’s No. 2 

“Cheetah” Squadron, a component of the U.S. Air Force’s  18th Fighter 

Bomber  Wing. 

 

North American F-51D Mustang fighters of No. 2 

Squadron of the South African Air Force in Korea, May 

1, 1951. Lt. Piet Cilliers flew F-51 Mustangs for No. 2 

Squadron. DoD photo 

 

 
Field and Air Force medical corpsman Spellman E. Patterson took off 

to attempt   a rescue. 

 

When they arrived at the scene of the shootdown, Chinese troops 

were directing small-arms fire at Cilliers, who’d hiked to the top of a 

ridge but then sustained a bullet wound in the leg. Mustangs were 

strafing the Chinese troops, who were closing in on the pilot from two  

directions. 

 

Remembered Cilliers: “I was flying at 500 feet when I was hit by medium 

anti- aircraft fire. The Mustang started burning. I jettisoned the canopy. 

But then the  fire came into the cockpit. I crawled halfway out with my 

legs stuck in the cockpit. The aircraft was descending fairly rapidly. I 

kicked myself free and immediately   on clearing the aircraft opened 

the  parachute. 

“When I took off in that shaky, clattering H-5 with medic 

Patterson crouched behind me, we had some communication 

with our airfield, but none with the pilot on the ground,” said Field. 

“The terrain in Korea is rugged and mountainous. The intelligence 

guy had explained it to me in plain English: ‘The whole goddamn 

Chinese army is swarming through the hills up there, so it would 

be a good idea for you to watch out for yourself.'” 

 

 

 

 
SIKORSKY  H-5 HELICOPTER 

The Sikorsky H-5 looks like a clunker today, but it was revolutionary in 1951. The Navy 

version became well known to Americans when Mickey Rooney brought one into a 

Korean rice paddy in a failed attempt to rescue William Holden in the    movie version 

of James Michener’s The Bridges at   Toko-ri. 
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Extreme conditions and rugged terrain challenged Air Force air rescue service crews. 

Here, an H-5G helicopter evacuates an injured United Nations soldier from a remote, 

snowy mountaintop site, March 1952. U.S. Air Force photo 

 

 

“It’s a slim helicopter, sitting on tricycle landing gear with a 450-horsepower    Pratt & 

Whitney engine driving a 48-foot, three-bladed rotor,” Field said. “I never felt for a 

moment that I had too much power. I also didn’t have any excess of   lifting 

capacity.” 

The H-5 wasn’t equipped for safe operation at night, or in heavy rain, icing 

conditions, or high winds. “The fuselage leaked like a sieve,” said Field. “It really was 

not an instrument aircraft, either, so we were pretty much limited to visual flying.” 

 

Charles Field was born in 1926 in Atlanta. He was an aviation cadet when World War 

II ended. He became an Air Force pilot in 1948. He first flew the H-5 in   1950, went to 

Korea soon afterward, and almost immediately crashed an H-5 at a Mobile Army 

Surgical Hospital, or MASH. No one was   hurt. 

 

 

Piet Cilliers joined the South African Air Force in 1945. “Not many Americans even remember that we South 

Africans fought side-by-side with you during the Korean War. When one group of our officers arrived in the 

combat zone, an American officer expressed surprise that we were all white. ‘We thought everybody in Africa 

was black,’ he said. Other Americans thought we talked funny, or had odd-looking uniforms.” 

 

 

Across the bombline and in enemy territory, Field spotted flashes from Cilliers’ hand-

held signal mirror. “I also saw muzzle flashes from Chinese    troops.” 

 

An Air Force H-5G fitted with two stretchers prepares to evacuate a wounded soldier, July 1951. 

U.S. Air Force 

photo 
 

 

A new flight of Mustangs was helping. “An American pilot Capt. Gerry Hoag  strafed 

something about 200 yards from me, and then I noticed about ten armed gooks 

creeping up on me,” Cilliers said. “Suddenly, a helicopter appeared from    the east, 

approached me, and flew over and then away. It came past a second time without 

landing. When it came around for the third time I prepared to fire a signaling flare to 

indicate my position This would have given away my position to the Chinese troops as 

well. The small arms fire and ack-ack was increasing considerably. 

 

“A Chinese soldier came close to me, stood fully erect and emptied the clip of his 

rifle at me in a continuous burst of  fire.” 

 

Cilliers continued: “On the third run the chopper landed next to me. I did not stand up 

for fear of being hit by small arms fire so crawled under the chopper to the open door 

on the far side. The crewman helped me in and the pilot increased power for takeoff. 

A Chinese soldier was standing right in front of the nose of the helicopter spraying 

bullets at  it.” 
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ALOFT AND AFIRE 

Field made a radio call to K-16 airfield and reported that he’d gotten off the ground 

with the rescued Cilliers but that there was an aircraft on   fire. 

 

 

“Who’s on fire?” they asked him. “We 

are,” Field replied. 

 

 

“Behind enemy lines or not, when I see smoke and fire, I’m ready to park,” Field said. 

“The Mustang flight leader told me again that I was burning. We had a rushed, 

nervous discussion about whether I should find a paddy field to land in,   in the hope 

more helicopters could be sent to pick us up. Another H-5 wasn’t   going to be able to 

lift the three of us plus its pilot and the Chinese troops seemed to be pretty close. I 

saw streaks of smoke pouring behind us but no actual flames.    I told him we would  

continue.” 

 
 

A U.S. Air Force crew treats a wounded UN soldier on one of an H-5G helicopter’s two 

outboard litters. Note the whole blood hanging in the door, and the litter cover on the 

ground. U.S. Air Force photo 

 

 

“As we got airborne,” Cilliers said, “I told the pilot that there was considerable ground 

fire and suggested he weave, not realizing that helicopters do not weave. After 
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becoming airborne I gave my .38 revolver to the crewman, but when Charlie informed 

me that the chopper was hit and with a chance of having to carry out a forced landing 

I asked for my firearm to be returned. We fortunately made it to 

K-16 on a shoestring, leaking oil and with very little fuel   left.” 

 

“The distance may have seemed relatively short,” Field said, “but that was one long 

helicopter trip. I managed to coax the H-5 back to K-16 and they rushed the South 

African pilot, Cilliers, quickly, to the medics. I learned later that he was evacuated to 

an American hospital ship in Pusan, and then flown to a British hospital in Kure, 

Japan. After recovering, he returned to South   Africa. 

 

“My H-5 helicopter was a mess. It hadn’t been very pretty to begin with, but now   it 

had smears from oil leaks and a bunch of dings. I learned on inspecting the H-5 that 

one of the Chinese rifle bullets had punctured a fitting on an oil return line. The smoke 

had come from burning oil rather than more dangerous aviation fuel. 

 

 
 

Aeromedical evacuation duo: The C-54 and the H-5. U.S. Air Force photo 

 

 

“I flew dozens of other missions in Korea, including one in which I rescued  another 

South African Mustang pilot. They awarded me the Silver Star for the Cilliers rescue. I 

served a full career in the Air Force and retired as a major. I later did some civilian 

helicopter piloting as a flying game warden. Today, I live in Austin, Texas.” 

 

“If it were not for Charlie Field, I doubt I would be here today, and I am sure that that 

would apply to many of the downed aircrew that chopper pilots like Charlie rescued 

from under the gooks’ noses in the Korean War,” Cilliers said. “Today I  live in Capetown. 

I still have the signal mirror that brought me salvation from the H-5 helicopter – and 

even some North Korean soil to go with  it.” 
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Robert F. Dorr’s latest book is Mission to 

Tokyo. For more stories about 

helicopters at war, read Dorr’s 

Chopper: A History of American Military 

Helicopter Operations from World War 

II to the War on   Terror. 
 

 


